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had amiable traits in their character. " Lovely and pleasant were 
they in their lives, and (literally) in death they were not divided."

Mr. NEALE also exhibited a beautifully carved oak box.
The Rev. J. M. GRESLEY exhibited a

STAFFORDSHIRE CLOG ALMANACK,
with the following remarks.

This specimen of an article of household furniture, used by our 
predecessors, I have the pleasure of exhibiting through the kind 
ness of its owner, Mr. G. T. Lomax, of Lichfield. It is the Clog 
Almanac mentioned in Shaw's History of Staffordshire, vol. I., p. 
332, as then (1798) in the Museum of Mr. Green, of Lichfield, at 
the dispersion of whose collection it passed into the hands of Dr. 
Wright, of that city, from whom Mr. Lomax obtained it. The 
present is an unpublished specimen: another may be seen 
engraved in Plot's Staffordshire, tab. xxxv., which has been copied 
in Fosbrooke's Encyclopaedia, Hone's Eiiery-day Book, Brady's 
Analysis, and Old England: another is engraved in Gough's 
edition of Camden's Britannia : and wood cuts of two more now 
at Oxford are in The Calendar of the Anglican Church Illustrated. 
Plot thought them to be of Danish origin, but the specimens 
remaining are probably not older than the reign of Elizabeth. 
They were when Plot published his 'Staffordshire (lb'86), still in 
use in that county " among the meaner sort of people." He says 
they had then been scarce heard of in the south of England, and 
understood but by few of the gentry in the north. Staffordshire 
seems to have been their chief locality. I have, however, reason 
to think that one remained hanging at the mantle-piece of a farm 
house at Barrow-upon-Soar, Leicestershire, about sixty years ago, 
as I am informed by an aged person now residing in Over Seile, 
who when young was at service there, in the family of Mr. Bostock. 
And I myself can testify to a still more recent use of such calendars 
in this county; for when I was a boy at Appleby school, thirty 
years ago, one of the first things we did upon going back after the 
holidays, was to cut upon a strip of wood, or upon the bedstead, 
a notch for every day, week, and month, of the half year, with 
some extra peculiarity of mark for the holidays, all of which were 
carefully cut off as the half year gradually passed away. And 
what was this but a veritable Clog Almanack? The following par 
ticulars are taken from Dr. Plot's History of Staffordshire, pp. 
418-430. First, as to their names. Cloggs he thinks to be "from 
the likeness of some of the greater sorts of them to the cloggs 
wherewith we usually restrain the wild, extravagant, mischievous 
motions of some of our doggs." Rimstocks, their Danish name, 
" not only because the Dominical letters were anciently expressed 
on them in Runick characters, but also for that the word Rimur 
anciently signified a calendar, whence the word Rimstock (denoting
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likewise the matter of which they were commonly made) importes 
no more than a wooden almanack. Primestaves, so called by the 
Norwegians, because " the principal and most useful thing inscribed 
on them being the prime or golden number, whence the changes of 
the moon are understood ;" and these being " usually done amongst 
them (the Norwegians) upon the staves they walk with (whereof 
there are good patterns in the Museum at Oxford), they most pro 
perly, from both the uses they had of them, called them prime- 
staves." Bacilli annales, the Swedish term, " with which the laics 
being sustained in their long journeys to church, at their weekly 
congress did usually debate and conclude from them the lunar con 
junctions and oppositions, and thence the moveable feasts." 
Secondly, the material: some few of brass, but the most of them 
of wood, and these chiefly of box, others there are of fir, and 
some of oak, but these not so frequent;" others (in Denmark) of 
bone, others made of horn. Thirdly, as to the kinds of them: 
" some publick, of a larger size, which hang commonly here at one 
end of the mantle tree of their chimneys for the use of the whole 
family; the others privat, of a smaller size, which they carry in 
their pockets; as we have them now since the invention of print 
ing, some almanacks being fitted to hang up in our houses, and 
others for private use, which we carry about us." Fourthly, the 
understanding of the figures inscribed upon them. "All follow 
the Julian form. There are three months contained upon every 
of the four edges; the number of the days in them are represented 
by the notches, that which begins each month having a patulous 
stroke turned up from it, every seventh notch being also of a larger 
size, which stands for Sunday, or perhaps for A, or any other letters, 
as they may come in their turn to be either dominical or week-day 
letters. Over against many of the notches that stand in the clogg 
for the days of each month, there are placed on the left hand 
several marks or symbols denoting the golden number, or cycle of 
the moon, which number, if under 5, is represented by so many 
points; but if 5, a line is drawn from the notch or day to which it 
belongs, with a hook turned back against the course of the line ; 
that, if cut off at the distance, may be taken for a V, which being 
the fifth vowel, antiquity perhaps has been pleased to make use of 
to represent the number 5, as X for ten, which is nothing else but 
a composition of two Vs turned tail to tail. If the golden number 
be above 5, and under 10, it is then marked out to us by the hooked 
line, which is 5, with one point, which makes 6, or two which 
makes 7, or three for 8, or four for 9; the said line being crossed 
with a stroak patulous [broad] at each end, which represents an X 
when the golden number for the day is 10; points being added (as 
above over the hook for 5), till the number rises to 15, when a hook 
is placed again at the end of the line above the X, to show us 
that number. Above these, the points are added again till the
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number amounts to 19, where the line issuing from the day is 
cross't with two patulous streaks, (as if it were 20), as may be seen 
on the clogg, January 5. Why it should be represented by the 
symbol of 20, when it might have been as easily done by its own, 
1 cannot imagine; unless it may pass for a reason, that our ances 
tors thought that an even round number did more gracefully set 
forth or denote the completion of the moon's cycle than an odd 
number could."

" I proceed next to the inscriptions issuing from the notches to 
the right hand of them, some of them pointing out the offices or 
endowments of the saints before whose festivals they are put; 
others, the manner of their martyrdoms; and others only some 
eminent action or other matter some way relating to the saint; or 
else the work or sport in fashion about the time when the feast is 
kept. Thus, from the notch which represents the 13th of January, 
or the feast of St. Hilary, there issues a cross or badge of a bishop, 
such as Hilary was; from the 1st of March a harp, showing the 
feast of St. David, who used to praise God on that instrument; 
against June 29th, the keys for St. Peter, reputed janitor of 
heaven; and a pair of shooes against the 25th of October, the 
feast of St. Crispin, the patron of the shoemakers. Of the second 
kind are the axe set against the 25th of January or feast of St. 
Paul, who was beheaded with an axe : and a sword against the 
24th of June for St. John Baptist's day : so a gridiron upon the 
10th of August or feast of St. Lawrence, who suffered martyrdom 
upon one : and a wheel on the 25th, with a decussated cross, on 
the last day of November, for St. Catherine and St. Andrew, who 
are said also to have suffered upon such instruments of death. 
And of the last kind are the marks against the 1st of January for 
the Circumcision : the star on the 6th of the same month, to 
denote the Epiphany: a true lover's knot against the 14th of 
February for Valentine's Day, importing the time of marriage or 
coupling of birds: a bough against the 2nd of March for St. 
Ceadda, who lived a hermit's life in the woods near Lichfield: also 
a bough on the 1st of May, such as they usually set up about that 
time with great solemnity : and a rake on the llth of June, being 
St. Barnabas' Day, importing that then is hay harvest. So a pot 
against the 23rd of November, for the feast of St. Clement, from 
the ancient custom of going about that night to beg drink to make 
merry with: and for the Purification, Annuntiatiou, and all other 
feasts of our Lady, always the figure of a heart, which what it 
should import relating to Mary, unless because upon the shepherds' 
relation of their vision Mary is said to have ' kept all these things 
and pondered them in her heart,' I cannot imagin: lastly for 
December 25th, or Christmas Day a horn, the ancient vessel in 
which the Danes use to wassayle, or drink healths, signifying to us 
that this is the time we ought to rejoice and make merry, cornua
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e.rJiaurienda notans, as Wormius will have it. Many such symbols 
there are too for other festivals, which not being so constantly the 
same as these are, but varying almost upon every clogg, I forbear 
any further exposition of them: only added that the marks for the 
greater feasts solemnly observed in the Church, have a large point 
set in the middle of them, and another over against the preceding 
day, if vigils or fasts were observed before them."

The specimen now exhibited is of oak ; the entire length of the 
wood is two feet one inch; three inches of which serve for a handle, 
the edges being there bevelled so as to make it octangular; a ring 
or suspension passes through it near the top. The lunar marks 
correspond with those in Plot's engraving; but it is to be remarked 
that the notch for April 1st is at the foot of the edge for the first 
three months in the year instead of being at the top of the edge 
for the second three, at the bottom of which second edge in like 
manner is placed July 1st, thus arranging 91 days upon the first 
three edges, and 92 upon the fourth. Instead of a " patulous 
stroke" turned up for the first day of each month, it has a cross 
patee, over against the first notch. The maker of it has been spar 
ing of emblems. There are many straight lines cut from the 
notches on particular days, instead of emblems; e.g. St. Agnes, 
Jan. 21; St. Patrick, Mar. 16 ; SS. Phillip and James, May 1 ; St. 
Barnabas, June, 11 ; SS. Swithin, Margaret, Mary Magdelene, 
Anne, July 15, 20, 22, 26; decollation of St. John Baptist, August 
29; translation of King Edward the Confessor, October 13 ; O Sa- 
pientia, December 16 ; and the festivals of the B.V.M., which are 
without the heart mentioned by Plot. Other variations may be 
noticed: instead of an axe for St. Paul, January 25, we have here 
a sword; and vice versa for St. John, June 24 ; instead of the leg 
for St. Mathias, Feb. 24, a thing like a knife with spikes from it; 
a single key lor St. Peter, June 29, Holy Cross day and Saint 
Matthew, September 14 and 21, St. Luke, October 18, St. Martin, 
November 11, St. Nicholas, December 6, and Christmas Day, also 
differ. The points in the marks of the greater festivals are also 
omitted in this almanack.

I ain not aware of any of these Clog Almanacks having beeu 
sold by auction, but as much as fifteen guineas has been offered 
for the preseut specimen.

Mr. GRESLEY also exhibited The Rydeware Cartulary, a MS. 
compiled, 2 Edward 11.,by Thomas deRydeware (Harastal),Lord 
of the Manor of Seile, Leicestershire. It contains transcripts of 
charters relating to that and his other lordships, and has several 
curious drawings illustrative of the dress, regal, military, and eccle 
siastical, of the period. It has probably been in the possession of 
the Lords of this Manor ever since it was first compiled. Nichols 
frequently quotes it, and has given an abstract of its contents in 
his West Goscole Hundred, pp. 999-1007.
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Mr. ORDISH proposed several questions to the meeting respect 
ing the position of organs in churches, the arrangements of seats, 
especially in the case of churches with transepts, and on the de 
sirableness or otherwise of Western doors.

The following resolution was passed:—That special topics be 
discussed at the meetings of the Society at the conclusion of the 
ordinary business; notice of such topics to be given at the meet 
ing immediately previous and the advertisement convening the 
meeting.

It was also resolved :—That a meeting of the Society be held 
this year, to consist of a soiree and exhibition, with the delivery of 
lectures. The details of the time, place, and expense, to be left to 
a sub-committee, consisting of Mr. T. Nevinson, Mr. T. Goddard, 
Mr. North, Mr. J. Thompson, and the Secretaries.

Upon the Treasurer stating, that probably the funds of the 
Society would not allow of more being expended this year upon 
the annual meeting than heretofore, a definite sum was fixed upon 
by the Committee.

A vote of thanks to the Chairman was unanimously agreed to.

END OF VOLUME I.




